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TAKE A STAND





Purposes


To motivate students through controversy


To give students a purpose for reading


To use students’ experience base to involve them in new learning





Process


Identify the main points students are to grapple with in a reading, video, or other source.


Create five to ten statements related to those points.  Some of the statements should be true and others false.  Display the statements on an overhead, chart, or individual handouts.


When each statement is read, either by the students or the teacher, the students record their responses on their statement sheet or use another means to express their opinion such as signal cards with “AGREE” on one side and “DISAGREE” on the other.


After students have taken a stand on the statements, but before they read the material, discuss the pros and cons of each statement so that students hear rationales for varying positions.


Students then consult the information source.  As they work, students record information or note location of information which refers to, supports, or contradicts the position.


The lesson can be continued in a variety of ways.  In follow-up discussion, students can discuss what surprised them, what they learned, and continue to cite other sources of information which presents different perspectives.





Variations:





Exclusion Brainstorming


Facts and Folklore


Anticipation Guide


Personal Opinion Guide











